MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD
NOTICE OF MEETING AND AGENDA
McLean County Health Department
200 West Front St., Bloomington, IL
Thursday, May 20, 2021
9AM to 11AM
CONTEMPORANEOUS ACCESS FOR THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS AVAILABLE IN ROOM 322 OF
THE McLEAN COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT. STREAMING ACCESS WITH A DELAY
AVAILABLE AT THE FOLLOWING LINK: https://www.mcleancountyil.gov/
1. Roll Call
2. Appearance by Members of the Public
NOTE CHANGE: To promote health and safety, we encourage individuals or groups to email public comment
statements to McLean County Health Department at amy.hancock@mcleancountyil.gov by Wednesday, May
19th at 4pm. Statements received by the deadline will be read aloud as part of the record, pursuant to the time
parameters in McLean County Board of Health rules (five minutes for individuals or group spoke person). The
entirety of the statement will be placed in the official minutes, even if the statement reads longer than the time
limit allows.
If you choose to provide comment in person, requests must be received by McLean County Health Department
pursuant to time lines in the McLean County Board of Health (24 hours in advance for an item on the agenda
and 2 business days in advance of the meeting for items not on the agenda). Please also note that we will adhere
to the Phase 4 direction by the Governor which limits the number of individuals that can gather in the County
Board Room. In-person attendance will be on a first come basis. Recommended social distancing protocols
will be adhered to at all meetings.
3. Items for Action
A. Approve 2-22-2021 MHAB Meeting Minutes
B. Approve MHAB By-Laws
4. Items for Information
A. Updates on Human Service Programs within McLean County
5. Items for Discussion
A. MHAB Initiatives; Housing, Community Mental Health, and
Connection to Community Resources
6. Other Business
7. Adjournment
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BYLAWS
McLEAN COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD
ARTICLE I
NAME
The name of this Advisory Board shall be the McLean County Mental Health Advisory Board.

ARTICLE II
PURPOSE
An Act in Relation to the Establishment and Maintenance of County and Multiple County Health
Departments, Division 5-25, 55, Illinois Compiled Statutes, identifies the purpose of the Advisory
Board is to provide counsel, direction, and advice to the Board of Health in the field of
behavioral health.
The Advisory Board shall:
1. Work closely with the McLean County Health Department Behavioral Health Program
Manager.
2. Assist the Board of Health in its development, implementation, and maintenance of the
strategic plan as it relates to behavioral health.
3. Assist with updating and implementing the McLean County Health Department strategic
plan.
4. Evaluate priorities for funding based on its strategic plan.
5. Analyze behavioral health research and data to identify updated behavioral health trends
and needs.
6. Assist with the reviewing and evaluating funding requests.
ARTICLE III

MEMBERS

SECTION 1.

Number.

The Advisory Board shall consist of no less than nine members and no more than fifteen (15)
members with knowledge and interest in the field of behavioral health.
The Advisory Board shall include one Board of Health member and one McLean County Board
member. The County Board Chairman shall recommend a County Board member. The Board of
Health President shall be responsible for appointing the County Board member. A vacancy of a
Board of Health member and/or a County Board member shall not prevent the Advisory Board
from conducting business.
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SECTION 2. Conflict of Interest.
Members participating in discussion and/or action items shall not have a professional and/or
personal connection with agencies and/or programs that could benefit from that member’s
participation in the discussion. A Board member shall not vote on a topic that is identified as a
conflict of interest.
SECTION 3. Appointment and removal.
Members of the Advisory Board shall be appointed by the President of the Board of Health.
Recommendations for membership will be accepted from any source.
Removal results from formal action by the Advisory Board Chairperson with the consent of the
Board of Health President.
Reasons for removal from the Board:
A. Any Board member may resign at any time by giving written notice to the Board of Health
President and/ or the Mental Health Advisory Board Chairperson. Such notice shall take
effect immediately on the date of receipt of written notice.
B. Any Board member may be removed at any time by a majority vote of the Board of Health
and/or Mental Health Advisory Board with or without cause.
C. If a Member misses two consecutive board meetings, the Board of Health President and/or
Mental Health Advisory Board Chairperson may place that member on probation for the
next two meetings. Any absence from these meetings during that time may result in an
action item to remove that person from the Board. Removal requires a majority vote of the
approval by the Mental Health Advisory Board and Board of Health President.
D. The Mental Health Advisory Board member may be provided the option to resign from the
Board.
SECTION 4.

Term.

Initially, 3 members shall be appointed for terms of 1 year, 3 members shall be appointed for
terms of 2 years, and 3 members shall be appointed for terms of three years. Thereafter all
members’ terms shall be for 3 years. This does not preclude any member from being
reappointed. Reappointment must be at the discretion of the Board of Health President and
with a renewal of commitment from the Advisory Board member.
SECTION 5.

Compensation.

All members of the Advisory Board shall serve without compensation.
SECTION 6.

Voting.

Each member of the Advisory Board shall be entitled to one vote on any matter submitted to a
vote of the Advisory Board, with the exception of a conflict of interest being present.
SECTION 7.

Staff members.

Staff support and resources will be provided by the Health Department.
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SECTION 8.

Board of Health representative.

The Board of Health member serving on the Mental Health Advisory Board shall be the Board of
Health representative. The Board of Health representative shall provide the Board of Health
members on updates from the most recent Mental Health Advisory Board meeting.
ARTICLE IV
MEETINGS
SECTION 1. Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Advisory Board shall be held at least
two times per year.
SECTION 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Advisory Board may be held on call of
the Health Department Director, the Board of Health, the Chairperson of the Advisory Board, or
by any three (3) members of the Advisory Board.
SECTION 3.

Notice of Meeting.

The notice of the meeting shall be in accordance with the Open Meeting Act and in appropriate
accordance with state or county statutes, ordinances, or procedures.
SECTION 4.

Holding a Meeting.

A “majority of a quorum” must be present to have a meeting. The “majority of a quorum” can
be determined by dividing the total number of individuals in a particular group, divide that
number by two (eliminate any fraction) and add one, with the exception of a five-member
group. For example, an eleven-member (11) body, a quorum is six (6) members, and a majority
of a quorum is 4 members. Thus, an eleven-member (11) body can have a meeting when four
(4) o more members are present.
SECTION 5.

Manner of Acting.

A quorum is defined as the number of members of the Board required to take formal action,
which is always a majority of the entire membership of the Board. For example, an elevenmember (11) body, a quorum is six (6) members.
SECTION 6.

Public Participation.

Anyone wishing to address the Board during a meeting shall be allowed to do so during the
public participation item on the Board’s agenda. All request by non-members of the Board for
appearance before the Board shall be made to the Behavioral Health Specialist or other
appropriate MCHD representative, in writing with the subject matter stated, not less than
twenty four (24) hours before the next scheduled Board meeting. Such appearance with regard
to any particular topic shall be limited to a time not to exceed three (3) minutes for each
individual, five (5) minutes for a representative spokesperson of a group and fifteen (15)
minutes total. The Board Chairperson may act to prevent repetition or digression, to maintain
decorum and to exclude discussion of matters which have had a previous public hearing
conducted according to law, discussion of matters where public comment would interfere with
the due process of law or discussion of matters which would be in direct conflict with
restrictions placed upon the Board by other applicable law.
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SECTION 7.

Parliamentary Procedure.

Robert's Rules of Order1 are adopted.
ARTICLE V
COMMITTEES
Subcommittees specializing in behavioral health aspects of the County may be appointed.
ARTICLE VI
WORKGROUPS
Work groups may be appointed by the Behavioral Health Program Manager, the MHAB
Chairperson, the majority of the Advisory Board members, the Board of Health President,
and/or the Health Department Administrator, as needed to accomplish specific objectives.
Workgroups may also include community members.
ARTICLE VII MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting shall be in accordance with the Open Meeting Act and in
appropriate accordance with state or county statutes, ordinances, or procedures.
ARTICLE VIII AMENDMENTS
These Bylaws may be amended at any regular or special meeting of the Advisory Board.
Written notice of the proposed Bylaw change shall be mailed or delivered to each member at
least five (5) days prior to the date of the meeting. Bylaw changes require a two-thirds (2/3)
majority vote of the Advisory Board members present. Changes in the Bylaws must be
approved by the President of the Board of Health.

An Act in Relation to the Establishment and Maintenance of County and Multiple County Health
Departments, Division 5-25, 55, Illinois Compiled Statutes
Roberts, Henry N. Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised (Glenview, ILL.: Scott, Foresman & Co.,
1981).
May 2015; Revised June 2015
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Updates on Human Service Programs within McLean County

McLean County Mental Health Action Plan Update
As you know, County Board Chair John McIntyre has called for an update of the McLean County Mental Health
Action Plan which was initiated in 2015. The Plan covers the areas of Collaboration, Medication and
Medication Management, Juvenile Services, Housing, and Crisis Services. McLean County Board Member
Susan Schafer is leading the update effort which will address what has been accomplished relative to the plan
in the last 5 to 6 years, the current status of the identified focus areas, and next steps. It is a huge undertaking
to research and compile this information in a coordinated, comprehensive manner. Ms. Schafer plans to
present an initial report to the Behavioral Health Coordinating Council at their June 2021 meeting.

PATH UPDATE
Total Call Volume
Month
Total Calls

November
900

December
938

January
986

February
1037

March
1141

April
865

Kevin Richardson, Call Center Supervisor, believes the drop in calls in April may be because of fewer vaccinerelated calls and homeless-related calls. He’s expecting May’s call volume to be similar to April’s call volume.

COVID-19 Related Calls
Month
Total Calls
% of Calls

November
150

December
118

January
183
18.6%

February
127

March
151

April
67
7.7%

Support Only Calls
Support only calls are categorized as calls in which the individual needs to talk as a means in receiving support.
This can include individuals with chronic and persistent mental illness, individuals experiencing a difficult time,
and/or just anyone that needs to talk. This does not include individuals that were discussing suicide.
Month
Total Calls

November
132

December
119

January
162

Kevin Richardson stated support calls continue to be quite high.
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February
154

March
212

April
183

Suicide Calls
Month
Total Calls

November
31

December
31

January
30

February
16

March
27

April
37

Kevin Richardson reported there was a pretty significant drop in February, which is the normal trend for
February and March. May numbers may be high, per historical data and trends.

National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (NSPL) Calls (McLean County)
Month
Total Calls

November
41

December
39

January
38

February
27

March
58

April
53

Kevin Richardson reported there was a drop in NSPL calls in February, but over a 100% increase March. That
trend continued in April.

Crisis Intervention Calls
Month
Total Calls

November
51

December
42

January
43

February
43

March
39

April
60

Similar trend to number of suicide calls.

Counseling or Support Group Calls
Counseling or support group calls refer to an agency for counseling or support groups or for individuals that
already have a connection to a counselor or support group.
Month
Total Calls

November
30

December
31

January
33

February
70

March
31

April
65

Kevin Richardson reported the following further takeaways and interpretations:
•
•
•

Total call volume in February of 2020 in McLean County was 764 compared to 1,037 in February 2021,
a 35.7% increase.
Total call volume in March of 2020 in McLean County was 840 compared to 1,141 in March 2021, a
35.8% increase.
Total call volume in April of 2020 in McLean County was 761 compared to 865 in April 2021, a 13.7%
increase.
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•

Finally, homeless services calls continue to be dramatically up at this time compared to the same time
last year.
o In February of 2020, we had 92 total calls related to homelessness. In February of 2021, it was
283 (a 207.6% increase).
o In March of 2020, we had 78 calls related to homelessness. In March of 2021, it was 255 (a
226.9% increase).
o In April of 2020, we had 101 calls related to homelessness. In April of 2021, it was 151 (a 49.5%
increase).
 This is all, of course, mostly due to Salvation Army's Safe Harbor being closed due to an
outbreak there and revised policies to be able to stay there.

We’ve been consistently busier for over a year now as a result of the pandemic!

McLean County Center for Human Service’s Crisis Mobile Program
See Below for a graph of hospitalizations for the past few years. Overall, a 12% variance between the highest
and lowest percentages, but a downward trend overall from 2018. The lowest quarter in each year was Q4,
which aligns with notions of increased stress during the holidays/beginning of winter.
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Mental Health First Aid (MHFA)
Maureen Sollars reported the following regarding MHFA:
Courses
April 20th Youth MHFA course had four people registered. We hope to reschedule, but not positive yet.
May 7th course had six people registered, but four backed out when we reminded them that they registered,
so this course was cancelled.
June & July courses are scheduled to be in-person, eight hours long, with lunch and snacks. Just like the olden
days, but wearing masks and sanitizer available to all. Those who have been vaccinated will likely be able to
do more, typical group work (sit at one table) than those who have not.

We have created a new system for the folks who register via Survey Monkey. We’ll send them an email saying
that they pre-registered with directions for sending in their check or paying via credit card. Each month we’ll
send them a reminder that they are pre-/registered and if they have not paid, please pay, here is how. Then a
few days before the course we’ll call them to remind/confirm they plan to attend the course. We’ll be
instituting a no refunds policy, as it’s too difficult to do refunds. They can always register for another course.

District 87 Schools - Will be training all staff over the next 18 months or so. We’ve completed three Youth
MHFA courses in April - 52 para-professionals successfully completed the course. We have a Youth MHFA
course set up each month May - August. Diane Wolf is insisting that Meghan Moser always be one of the
trainers for Dist. 87 courses.

Trainers
MHFA Instructor Trainer course successfully completed last week of April. 15 students graduated - 12 fully
certified, three with conditional certificates. Those with conditional will have to teach at least one course with
experienced trainers and take another exam within six months to be fully certified. Six trainers live/work in
McLean and are committed to doing at least six courses over the next two years. Taylore Davis, MCHD BH
Specialist, is now a MHFA trainer!
AHEC still has some grant money to spend before August 31st, is interested in doing a Youth MHFA Instructor
Training in August if the Board of Health is interested in sharing the cost again.
The estimated cost may be the same as it was for the April MHFA Instructor training which was $12,000. This
will pay for 6 Youth MHFA Instructors for McLean County. We would need to have a commitment from BOH
by June 15th.
FYI - The National Council changed their name and logo, as wells as the logo for MHFA:
www.mentalhealthfirstaid.org
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You are more likely to encounter someone in an emotional or mental crisis than someone
having a heart attack. Mental Health First Aid teaches you how to identify, understand, and
respond to signs of mental illness and substance use disorders. This training gives you the
skills you need to reach out and provide initial support to someone who may be developing
a mental health or substance use problem and help connect them to the appropriate care.

2021 Course Dates
Date

Course

Place

To Register…

June 29

Mental Health
First Aid

Carle Health & Fitness
Center

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/2021MHFA

July 20

Youth Mental Health
First Aid

Carle Health & Fitness
Center

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/2021MHFA

August 26

Mental Health
First Aid

OSF St Joseph Medical
Center

(309) 661-5151

Sept. 17

Youth Mental Health
First Aid

Online & via Zoom

https://www.surveymonkey.
com/r/2021MHFA

October 7

Mental Health
First Aid

OSF

(309) 661-5151

November

Mental Health
First Aid

TBA

TBA

December

Mental Health
First Aid

TBA

TBA

We are now offering virtual courses!
First Aiders will complete a 2-hour, self-paced online class, then participate in a 7- to 7.5-hour
Instructor-led video course via Zoom. After you register and pay for the course, you will receive a link to
complete the online portion. When completed, you will be admitted to the Zoom course on the scheduled day.

05/11/2021
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Update from the McLean County Behavioral Health Coordinating Council: Please allow the
below descriptions to serve as brief updates on several initiatives, programs or projects relative to the
BHCC. Thank you,
McLean County Mental Health Action Plan
Chairman McIntyre has requested that Board Member Susan Schafer lead an update and
revision to the 2015 Mental Health Action Plan. Board Member Schafer is currently working on
strategy to the rewrite and update and will be convening small workgroups or focused
discussions in the near future. It is anticipated that Member Schafer will provide an overview of
her plan for the update at BHCC in June 2021.
McLean County Triage Center
As with other behavioral health crisis services within the County, the Triage Center has seen
some fluctuation in client numbers since opening. As noted in the last update to the MHAB,
December numbers had declined, though January returned to October and November 2020
numbers of clients. The Triage Center saw its highest number of clients in February 2021. Given
COVID-19, it is anticipated that it may take some time for the Triage Center to see consistent
and increased client numbers. Given review of Triage Center trends compared to PATH and
Mobile Crisis, the Triage Center tends to ebb and flow in an opposite manner of those two crisis
service providers. As client numbers increase with PATH and Mobile Crisis, they coincide with
declines in clients at the Triage Center. While anecdotal, client numbers also appear to
correlate to weather, as fewer individuals have come in on rainy days or periods of time. More
detailed reports, including specific numbers, sources of referrals, discharge locations, as well as
other tracked information, can be found in each month’s Executive Committee packet.
McLean County FUSE Program
At present time, there are 9 active FUSE participants. Outreach was put on hold for
approximately 6-7 months in 2020 due to COVID-19, which limited reaching the initial year’s
goal of 10 participants per year; however, recent outreach efforts have been positive both in
potential client response to the outreach, as well as the signing-on of three new clients. Active
outreach to others who have intersected most frequently between the justice and homeless
systems identified through the data matching tool continues. It is anticipated that FUSE
participant numbers continue to increase throughout 2021. Most participants show
improvement in both anxiety and depression, as well as reductions in utilization of emergency
departments, the justice system, and homeless services. More detailed information can be
found in each month’s Executive Committee packet. Though, the chart below is a good visual to
show the significant shifts in utilization of services following a client’s enrollment with the FUSE
Program:
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Comparison of Pre- and Post-Intervention Costs, Averaged
on Annual Basis
4000
3500
3000
2500
2000
1500

1000
500
0
Emergency shelter days

ER visits

Total Annual Average Cost (Pre-FUSE)

Arrests

Total Annual Average Cost (Post-FUSE)

*Shelter days, ER visits, and arrests are specific to the average annual numbers based on current FUSE clients.
Costs are average unit costs based on national research gathered by the Corporation for Supportive Housing to
evaluate cost-benefit analysis of pre -and post-intervention, most often with those experiencing homelessness.

McLean County Behavioral Health Community Forum
The 2020-2021 McLean County Behavioral Health Community Forum transitioned to a virtual
format for its fourth year versus prior traditional large in-person events. The 6-month event
concluded on May 12, 2021, after 22 “live” live sessions. These 22 sessions included 770
registrants and 405 attendees. Typical attendance in individual sessions was consistent with
numbers seen in breakout sessions in person in prior years. Nearly all sessions were recorded
and are available for ongoing viewing at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0tyVSSSLDoIm8A1f2M1PZw/featured. As of May 1,
2021, pre-recorded sessions had been viewed 429 times.
A planning committee has now convened twice to begin exploring the format for the 2021
McLean County Community Behavioral Health Forum. Tentative ideas may include a live/virtual
hybrid “kick off” day, continued virtual webinar format and recording of sessions for future
viewing, webinar breakout rooms for discussion, new and in-depth topics, and aiding
community members in better knowing how to get involved.

County-Wide Trauma Informed & Resilience Oriented Initiative
The Behavioral Health Coordinating Council is coordinating the “County-wide Trauma Informed
& Resilience Oriented Initiative.” This initiative originated out of the Behavioral Health Priority
Action Team (BHPAT), as part of the CHIP/CHNA planning for 2020-2022. The short-term goal
for this initiative is to develop methods for measuring (1) how many organizations are
implementing trauma informed and resilience-oriented methods, and (2) the progress made
toward becoming a trauma informed and resilience oriented county. Long-term goals of this
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initiative include: (1) increasing general community education and awareness relative to the
impacts of trauma; and, (2) increasing the number of organizations which are trauma informed
and resilience oriented.
a. This initiative includes many members of the community and each meeting includes
assessing who else needs representation at the table, as well as groups to “test”
language with in efforts for reducing stigma.
b. To date, all subcommittees (topic areas listed below) have met and identified initial
steps to take, paired with identification of overlap with other subcommittees. Each
subcommittee has their own timeline and priority areas to address, with a shared and
common Google Drive for documents and document updating.
i. Language for community buy in
ii. Organizational Self-Assessment Tools
iii. Toolkits for implementation
iv. Metrics
c. At the March BHCC meeting, the attached infographic was shared specific to McLean
County and goals of this initiative for 2021. Future documents will continue to be
shared as they are created, and as community messaging is solidified.
d. Discussion has transpired about development of resources on a webpage, as well as a
video, and community trainings. This has not yet been started, but it is anticipated it
will be in coming months.
NYU Criminal Justice Lab “Diversion to Treatment Screening Tool” pilot
1. BHCC continues to partner with NYU’s Criminal Justice Lab in their pilot phases of a “Diversion
to treatment screening tool.” Meetings have occurred with key local law enforcement leaders,
their corresponding technology counterparts, and the NYU team. A partnership between the
BHCC Supervisor and IT created a tool with demographic information to capture, in addition to
the NYU tool questions, and has been internally tested, as well as tested within the Sheriff’s
Department and in their vehicles off of County property. A meeting is in the process of being
coordinated and scheduled with the large group to discuss next steps and process.
a. This screening tool will aid law enforcement officers in the field with direction and
guidance with regard to behavioral health topics and substance use, to then know if
diversion is the most appropriate location for said individual.
b. More details about the project and information from the initial two phases of the pilot
can be found at: https://www.criminaljusticelab.org/diversion-to-treatment
Distribution of grant information
The BHCC Supervisor regularly receives notice of assorted state and federal awards and forwards
them to relevant local organizations for review and for their potential application. While
forwarding does not occur with all grants, at times simply due to timing, six different grant
opportunities were forwarded to a total of 13 county organizations between January and March
2021.
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2021 MHAB:
MHAB Initiatives
 We need to ensure we are looking through an equity lens in all of our responses and actions in our
initiatives

3 MHAB Initiatives outlined in the rest of the document:
1. Stable and Safe Housing
2. Mental Health
3. Connection to Community Resources

1. Stable and Safe Housing
Agencies/advocacy groups specific to homelessness/ stable housing that we may want to contact for
guidance on current resources:
a. PATH
b. Homeless Shelters
c. CICoC
Resources for Stable and Safe Housing:
•

•

Bloomington Crisis Nursery has a resource
o Bloomington Crisis Nursery has funds for rent and utility assistance for families who have
children ages 0-7 and live within the CICoC (Central IL Continuum of Care). They can contact
the Crisis Nursery at 309.834.5260 for inquiries.
Currently refer individuals in need to the Town of Normal (if the person lives in Normal) or the City of
Bloomington (if the person lives in Bloomington)
o City of Bloomington: Community Development Block Grant: Financial assistance is available to
help with rent, mortgage, utilities, health care expenses and childcare. Assistance payments
will be made directly to the provider and will not exceed 3 months of assistance. Maximum
assistance $5,000 per household. Assistance provided through this program will address unmet
needs with no duplication of benefits. Assistance may be combined with funding from the
City's local partners to the maximum allowable benefits.
 https://www.cityblm.org/government/departments/community-development/directaid
o Town of Normal: Community Development Block Grant: The Town of Normal has partnered
with Mid Central Community Action (MCCA) in the creation of an assistance program for
Normal residents who have suffered income or job loss due to the pandemic and are in need of
help covering monthly housing costs - specifically rent, mortgage, and utility bill payments.
 https://www.normal.org/1487/COVID-19-Related-Housing-Assistance-Prog
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•

United Way Housing Coalition
o Community agencies and partners meeting to discuss the housing and rental needs throughout
McLean County
o A flyer will be distributed soon with contact information for interested community members to
learn more about financial assistance

•

Prairie State Legal Assistance for individuals experiencing eviction
o Flyer provided to MHAB in April 2021

2. Mental Health
Youth and Parents/Caregivers
United Way: Childcare and Youth Programming Coalition
• United Way, MCHD, School Districts, and other community partners are in partnership
• MCHD: BH Program identified three areas of need:
o Children’s mental health and basic needs being met
o Parent’s/caregiver’s mental health and basic needs being met
o School challenges as a result of the pandemic
Aging Population
East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging
• Area plan for Fiscal Year 2022 provided to MHAB in April 2021
• BH in the process of receiving information on the status of the following three programs:
o Home Counseling: Confidential counseling to residents 60 years and older and family caregivers
caring for older adults
o Senior Outreach Program: Connect and promote services to residents 60 years and older
o Caregiver Adviser: Provide referrals to families and friends caring for older adults, adults caring
for a child with a developmental disability, parents providing care for grandchildren. Referrals
may include education/training, respite, resources, etc.

Mental Health First Aid
Expansion plans:
•

New instructors were trained over a 3-day period; April 26-28, 2021
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3. Connection to Community Resources
Reentry Council (McLean County)
• Dr. Dawn Beichner, PhD, Department of Criminal Justice Sciences Women’s Gender and Sexuality
Studies provided a presentation on the Reentry Council during April’s ROSC Council (Recovery
Oriented Systems of Care)
• PowerPoint provided in this handout
• Unify our effort in Mclean County to serve those coming home from prison and jail and their families
• Looking for interested stakeholders
• Next Meeting- Friday, May 21st from 10am to 12pm
• Contact Amy Hancock, MCHD, for more information
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Council
Rationale

McLean County
Reentry Council
Planning

Coordinated
Community
Response

Kara Kirk and Dr. Dawn Beichner ( dmbeich@ilstu.edu )
YWCA Labyrinth & Illinois State University

1

• Unify our effort in Mclean County to serve
those coming home from prison and jail and
their families

• Include advocacy and coordination of services
• Recognize that jail and prison present different
challenges to reentry planning; seeks
community effort

• Extend service to rural communities in the
county, as well as Bloomington-Normal

2

Council
Goal 1
Reduce
Recidivism

3-Year Rearrest Patterns: IDOC Releases in McLean County
Men
Women
(N = 1,257)

(N = 162)

• NOTE: Goals are tentative

No New
Arrest,
49%

NonViolent,
36%

and will be shaped through
our strategic planning

Other
Violent,
5%

DV, 10%

NonViolent,
37%

Other
Violent,
7%

No New
Arrest,
39%

DV, 17%

Source: Analyses provided for The Women’s Justice Institute (WJI) by Loyola’s Center of Research, Policy and Practice of data provided by the Illinois
Department of Corrections’ Planning and Research Unit.

3

4

Council
Goal 3

Council
Goal 2

Address
Effects on
Families

Offset
Challenges

5

6
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Council Goal 4
Council
Goal 5

Reentry Service Coordination

Strategic
Planning

Goal Setting

Recidivism
Tracking

Educate the
Public

Quarterly
Meetings

7

8

Council
Stakeholders
*
(to be
amended as
suggestions
are made)

Council
Goal 6
Enhance
CommunityWide
Collaborations
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•

Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC) members & other criminal justice
practitioners who can shape and implement reforms

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prisons & McLean County Jail
Bloomington Housing Authority
Bloomington and Normal Police Departments
Center for Human Services
Chestnut Health Systems
Joy Care Center
Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities (TASC)
McLean County Drug and Recovery Courts
McLean County Health Department
Home Sweet Home
The Jolt Foundation
McLean County Health Triage Center
Mid Central Community Action
PATH
Prairie State Legal Services
Recycling for Families
Salvation Army
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CJCC Meeting
County-wide
Summit

Questions and Feedback?

Potential
Partnership
with McLean
County
Recovery
Oriented
Systems of Care
(ROSC)
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